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The Arabic word for deacon is slicmmas'. The Ortho-
dox Church in Syria recognizes, theoretically at least, four
grades in the diaconate: archdeacon, deacon, subdeacon,
and anagnost, or reader. Practically, however, the term
archdeacon is hardly more than titular, and the minor or-
ders are rarely filled. The only Greek archdeacon that I
ever heard of is Cleophas Kikilides, the learned librarian of
the Convent of Jerusalem.. He is a member of the Holy
Synod, although not in priest's orders. For it is to be noted
that., unlike the Anglican archdeacon, the Greek dignitary
is but the chief of the deacons. The office of the mass con-
tains a full service for the deacon, but as a matter of fact this
is generally taken by the priest or omitted. There is no
deacon definitely attached to the Beyrout Cathedral even.
The diaconate is merely a stepping-stone to priestly ordina-
tion, which requires no definitely prescribed interval between
itself and the previous admission to deacon's orders. Dur-
ing the actual interval, the deacon may attend on the bishop
of the diocese. With the bishop there are usually also a
certain number of celibate deacons who are looking forward
to becoming archimandrites or bishops. A deacon must
marry before ordination or remain celibate. The single
canon that would appear to sanction the contrary has never
been put in practice. In a, later section will appear the
contrasting conditions of the diaconate in general in the
Syrian Church, where all grades play an important and
practical part in the life of the church.
II.   the recent national movement in the
orthodox church
A traveller, interested in the Greek Church, passing from
the Patriarchate of Antioch to the Patriarchate of Jerusalem
to-day, would be sensible of a sudden change of ecclesiastical
atmosphere. In the former see he would find a truly na-
tional church, with native Syrian clergy, including patriarch
and bishops, all speaking the Arabic language as a mother-
tongue. Especially noticeable would be the scarcity of
monks, so few that he might not meet a single individual.
In the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, however, while he would
find native Syrian parish priests, he would at once learn

